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oul've [ust got to smike
whem you go o meet
tw guiys namsd Linus
and Rodney, Turms out
that Linug was Boiuadly
namad after the Snoopy
character, though on
thes day we aaw hig gorgeous ME3
Golt VRE together with brother
Fod's acqually delectabls Mid Turba,
ta claimed to have ft his secunty
trlmnbust at homes,
Wa checked the boot, and &l
et was in thera was a bass box
o & amp. 50 | guass he was
tetling the truth, When they're not
chowning abowd or windeng sach
othar wup about wio has the faster
batter/conier Golf, Linus and Rodneay
e an honest living from the family
businmss of dasignimg and mparting
Eamhion and |sisune wear

That's why they ook sa hip
without raally trying. Linus works
an the design side whils Rodney i=s
at the sharp and of sales. Their dad,
wihe rung the busineas, I8 also nto
carn and has had & sucoassion of
9118, 5o it came naturally for the
twio Sons Igoged inta car, oo, And
I‘":.-11'..|"a§'-'§,'. thara's mora han a hint
ot gbling rivairy hare,

Rodney is tha séder brothar and
A% soon as he could drive, e dived
afraigh in and gof himasl & Galf 16w
Wi Ha's baan a fan ever aifca
withough thera was a bried firtation
with A yellow M3 convertible before
he saw the amor af his ways and
bowghl the ailver 1.8T you s&e here
i all Its glory. Liewis aleo cut his
teath on Mic? Golfs before geting
all smrious and grown up with this
krackout "charged-up VAA

Vortech suparcharger punps this 28 VARG to & chwffing great 250w
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T6in Antera rirms, Goodysar rubbar

When bought as a low-milar, tha
angne was standard but fhe body
wore the Yolsx shyling kit and had
already besn lowarad. 1t hed hall-
cecent allovs but they weren't 1o his
tRste, 5o on weant T6-ch Antaras,
Linies aiso fitted o Remues back box
and a twin headlamp converskon 1o
add ta ke custam ook,

Most of ua would e happy with
this sat-up, but Lews fefl that a litte
powar explaitation would now Bé in
order. i all ceme aboul when Linus
coukdn’t haip naticing & cemaln ad
within the pages of The Goif that
suggestad a vist 1o Nik Saran could
result in an upgrade to 250bhn.

Tao resch this salisfying state of
affairs, ol he had to do was 1o part
with B few grand and give up his omr
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for three days

Fiar somm 1ame, Nik Saran has
been converting YREs with the US-
mada Vortech suparchanger, I1'a a
ralativesy stralghtforward boit-on
conwarsean, with the et -driven
‘ctarger mounted driven off tha
crank pulley. There's no intercooksr
hara ao the carbon-fibre diecling
is relativety simpie too, but It's a1l
an ingenious piece of enginearing
bacause there's wery littln wnder-
bonnet space 1o play with

Tha Vortech conversion Involves
a ra-programmed EGU ohip 1o make
the fuslling and ignition compatiole
wilh the exira charge mixturs and
output. The cost ie a cool £3877
but the benafits are a bhp Rake
frem 1706hp te 250bhp, and &
hwige jump in parformance

| wEs wery imprassad with the
WAE aven in stendard foom, but Nik
s done @ really good joi and I'm
pleased as punch with it, What | like
about the conmmemsion = thal you
don’t lampser with the engine. Bul
now i0 ma the car & compéeta. | plan
o keep it @ long time &and | consdar
the monely s definitely well spent
Evary tims | drive it there's & big
Emile. on my face.” he BAYE.

Twin lamps and personalised plate

While a8 thia was going on, Rod
had besn eswvanning arowund in his
270hp M3, S0 when he shopped
it im for @ Golf 1,87 Mk4, it waa
perfiaps unsurprsing that his naw
aleed seemied like o limp dish-rag
In camparison with the Baemar's
andlass grunl. Worss, he had o
andura tha constant barracking
of his Etthe by taking the mick
aboul its paitry 1500hp

‘Bammathing had to be done
about that. Enter SBG Sportstak,
A weelt Be Importing Oettinger and

THE GOLF AUGLUST 1999

=onn

Above: Number plates Belp bros rememibar who's wine, Below: Insice a.smut Mkd

Projectrwo tuning and styling
convarsions for the Vi Aedl
Fange, lhess guys work thair
specinl magic on the works-
supported Seat ibiza F2 rally
cars, 50 they know e thing or
two sbout the craft of making
cars go faster - chack ol last
manth's coder car

Rod was impresaed with
their Daventry workshop and,
after a chatl about what could
b done, he had no hasitation
pbout booking hig 18T in for
miajor surgery. The result is a
power boast from 150 to 2306hp
and o top apeed of 160mph,

Like the suparcharger job on
Linus' car, tha Oetlingsr turbo
conversion fitbed by SBG iz a bont-
on ot with the basic engine and
gearbos remaining intact and with
barely & finger laid on . The axtra
power comes frorm fitting & larger

KHK/ Cattingar turbo wnit with &
matching ECL chip to provide morne
fusliing snd optimised ignition,

A gports exhaus! system, a sed
of harder plugs and mods o the
intoke arrmngamant complate tha
comemicn. This Ftle lof kghtened
Hod's walls bo 1he tune of 4285
With tha axtia perfaimance, SBG
strongly recommeandsd a sports

O, Livries, weho's the faf rridget i the pResenger sasi?
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t's st realiy
50 it fonis
e dane 1o i
Guts I | think
it e standard

puld Fave fielt like
Instant povar. I've
s al ofl. Basically,
il was a W Golf
MG performance
8 got It
Wil mot as quick os the
s & fact that Linua navear
d hia chear beother of
pvered the perfformanoce
o8 for mysalt when | was
d io get behind the whes| of
[ oo Ir burn. | 1eak the MK VRB
Whirmt. Even a1 jdia, the whine of th
|SUperchanger @5 apparent, mare 5o
* from outsida the car than within,

£ tha road the distanl wihins
m accompanied by the familiar
manacing VRS growl, | wind it up
a8 bil 1o s2s what happens and it's
good 1o find that the immadiacy hat
makes the VRE such a wondarful
engine is still thera, ondy with gven
mare lerocity and wallop. This one
raally motors, but the best bit is !
thmt the torgue is there all s way
throwgh, with gutsy responsa fnom |
almost any revs, Thal Dodes wall
for overlaking opportunities

Gunning it from @ mandabout in

| sacond gaar, there's a suapicion of

'ﬁm coubin't fesl whaalspin fram an Inside whaal &5 i
i.l'rﬂ Rod. “Tha strives 10 lamess 1he considembla
eonversion |s just power daployed, bat it's only a

AlNGELIST 1898 THE QGOLF
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momantary Bpse and than we're
whangeng up through the gears and
catapulting for tha nest roundabaiit
that sssms to have appoasrsd
damnad fasl

Forunately. the big TarOx dscs
and tho grippy Gioodyeas Eaples
e up to the job of hauling us back
down Lo sensible speeds and the car
anicks fett-rght-telt and back an
COUres Again the othar side. That

Votex body kil mdds cfass

neal manoauvre undardings

how wall tied down ia this

chassis with the owared

and uprited suspansion

it's nolewortiny that

despite the increased powes

and grig and 1he lowensd

suspension, thom's no
trade-olf in ather ways, |k

518 responds brilliantly to

throftle mputs and reains
mam than acoeptabe rids
supplenass despaa tighthy
controlled bady rall. No
banging of tyres against
bodywork althar. Top marks,

With reluctanca, | hand beck ths
heys, but |'m cheamd by the thought
of driving Rod's 2306hp Mk4, This
Wovel of apecHic outpul rom o maess
1.8 anging I8 hugety iImprassive,
Wae're talking naarty 1280ho per
Eire, after all

And yet, as we toal argund af low
rew's 1o give the engine a chanom to
reach propar oparating tsmparaturs
it"s Claar that this engine s as mild-
mannerad as can be and jusl 68
smaoth as sik. Come o that, the
whole car feals silky smooth and
oh-go rafinad after the MED, daeli
not exactly Naanderthal in nature.

Mayhia the 1.68T's civilised
charvcter and greadsr weight was
respansible for it fealing nowhers
mear as accelarative as the VRS
That sald, it can atill cover ground
with deceptive efficiency. There's
0 increase n either nose o
harshness to wam you that ihe

Above: Turbo-tastic Mkd, Below: §Tin Nothafles
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Comparisons
charged VRE 1.8T upgrade
Conversion oot 38717 L4268

Blshp
47
£48

exaothy = this of .l:' |
sophisticaled fof
ronathsless.
erkinass and R f
about as you Il offin S
for an up-change
i noemad driving), Bot f'
wilsEn wou'ra gaing !ﬂ" L '?H
Both of thesa L2
part of the charncter ol
snging, coused by thed
telay aa the turbins sos
e axputsion of Dooal
throttie s Efed. That's ey
50 the Spoartatek 1,87 I8

Supercharged Mk3 VRE

ENGINE
VRS 2.8, 260bhp. Voriach
suparcharger by Nick Saran

-t

It's refined and s wary | CHASSIS

with the Cetlinger suspe Lowered springs (unknown

planty ol rubber an the gro make). TarDx big dise -
shckia e the rosd too, Both 0a conversion by SBG Sportstek. |
wiall halwnced, with firss e ty Wheeals: 16in Antera wiaeks, iy

poise, but again the Mk il
lesa anirems lowering) fesls ass
solic o the rosd and is ateering’ S
ta shghity kass crisp.

Bosth cars wosk wall and are @
campromize batwoesn all-out action
and usar-frsndly rafinemeant. The
armaaih and quiad M4 s tha ona for
& long motorway haul, It suits Rod
vary wall. with his requiremants for
lang-distanos rafinement

It would be assy to argue tkal
thesa high power Golts are both
great, and 1o say that meitner ona is
bettar than the othar bacause
thay're 5o ditferent in character C

Parsanally, | don't Sare for ail rodiet] COBEE
that sitting-on-the-fence nonsanse ' dirift, Eak ]I'l:ll_'_
1'll etick mvy neck out and say that Linus has you lick

Tyres: Goodysar Eagle F1
205/45FA1E

STYLING
Votex body kit. Twin lamps.

Oettinger Mk4 1.8T

230bhp. 1.8T engine with
Owttinger hurbo conversian

gvan the chodce, |°d choosn tha CH course, e alrs
charged-up VARG Not only doss it wihich explaing wiy
ok meaner, bt it gobbles tarmac rneads that sacurty B

il =]
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